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RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

● Do men’s socioeconomic status 

influence women’s perception of their 

physical attractiveness?

INTRODUCTION: 

● Previous research has shown that men 

value physical attractiveness more than 

women, whereas women value 

socioeconomic status more than men.

● Evolutionary theory indicates that men 

prefer to date youthful women that are 

physically attractive in order to 

reproduce and have a successful 

offspring.2

● Women prefer to date men who are able 

to provide resources and stability for 

themselves, as well as for their child for 

survival (Trivers, 1972).

● Women are more likely to think about 

the consequences on the type of 

relationship they will be in because they 

put a lot of energy on raising a child and 

risk being emotionally and economically 

alone as opposed to men.

METHODS:

Participants & Procedure 

-50 female college students (70% Hispanic; 10% Asian, 8% White/Caucasian, 

6% African American, 2% Pacific Islander).

27 Females In Low Condition 23 Females In High Condition

CONCLUSION:

● The hypothesis was not supported by the 

results.

● Participants may have rated the low SES 

model higher than they actually wanted 

due to social desirability of not wanting 

to seem rude by rating the low SES male 

as low as they perceived him to be.

● The participant’s age and demographic 

possibly lead to ignorance of what a high 

and low SES truly is. The female 

participants saw the low SES income of 

$19,000 as a bad representation of a low 

yearly income.

● There was a significant difference found 

when examining long-term partner 

selection. Female participants saw a 

probable long-term relationship with the 

high SES male.
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS:

● Does socioeconomic status play an important 

role when choosing a potential partner for a 

long-term commitment?

● Is their a variation between men and women’s 

perception of selecting a partner today?

RESULTS:

Physical Attractiveness and Socioeconomic Status

Female participants answered questions regarding whether they thought the male model was sexy, ugly, and handsome. These questions were used to assess 

participant’s perception of physical attractiveness of the male model.              

Long Term Partner Selection and Socioeconomic Status

Female participants were asked whether they felt the male model would be able to provide financially for future offspring and their self.        

Interpersonal Attraction Scale1

-“Do you think the male model is physically attractive?”

-“Do you think the male model is sexy?”

HYPOTHESIS:

● Women will rate pictures of a male

model more attractive when presented 

with cues depicting a high socioeconomic   

status.             

● Women will rate pictures of the same  

male model less attractive with a lower 

socioeconomic status.
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